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Recent Books on Performing Arts - August 2010 
 

 

The Soul of Beijing Opera: Theatrical Creativity and Continuity in the Changing World / 
Li Ruru 
Aberdeen, Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 2010 
xvi. 335p. ; 23cm. 
ISBN-13: 9789622099951 
$ 25.00 
 
Any traditional theatre has to engage the changing world to avoid becoming a living 
fossil. How has Beijing opera — a highly stylized theatre with breath-taking acrobatics 
and martial arts, fabulous costumes and striking makeup — survived into the new 
millennium while coping with a century of great upheavals and competition from new 
entertainment forms?  
 
Li Ruru's The Soul of Beijing Opera answers that question, looking at the evolution of 
singing and performance styles, make-up and costume, audience demands, as well as 
stage and street presentation modes amid tumultuous social and political changes. Li's 
study follows a number of major artists' careers in mainland China and Taiwan, drawing 
on extensive primary print sources as well as personal interviews with performers and 
their cultural peers. One chapter focuses on the illustrious career of Li's own mother and 
how she adapted to changes in Communist ideology. In addition, she explores how 
performers as social beings have responded to conflicts between tradition and 
modernity, and between convention and innovation. Through performers' negotiation 
and compromises, Beijing opera has undergone constant re-examination of its inner 
artistic logic and adjusted to the demands of the external world. 
http://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=122266 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Music : Local Culture in Global Mind / (Ed) Gisa Jahnichen, Julia Cheng 
Serdang : Penerbit Universiti Putra Malaysia, 2010 
Vii, 154p. 
978-967-3441-51-x 
1.   Ethnomusicology 
2.   Music- Malaysia – History and Criticism 
$ 21.00 
http://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=122240 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Musique Classique Laotienne = Classical Music From Laos: Musiciens du Palais Royal de 
Luang Prabang / Jean-Marie Knapp 
Laos: (S : N), 2007 
CD 
Lao Classics 
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English Translation 
$ 16.00 
http://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=123247 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Musique Classique Laotienne = Classical Music From Laos: Mahori sous la direction de M. 
Khampheng Thammavongsa / Jean-Marie Knapp 
Laos: (S : N), 2010 
CD 
Lao Classics 
English Translation 
$ 16.00 
http://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=123248 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Musique Classique Laotienne = Classical Music From Laos: Musicians of the Children’s 
Cultural Centre, Vientiane / Jean-Marie Knapp 
Laos: (S : N), 2008 
CD 
Lao Classics 
English Translation 
$ 16.00  
http://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=123249 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Musique Classique Laotienne = Classical Music From Laos: Musiciens du Palais Royal de 
Luang Prabang / Jean-Marie Knapp 
Laos: (S : N), 2009 
CD 
Lao Classics 
English Translation 
$ 16.00 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
HOW TO ORDER BOOKS FROM US : 
 
Institutional/Individual Libraries; 
 
Please send us your official purchase order by e-mail/fax/post. We shall despatch the 
books to you.  On receipt of the books in good condition, you can send us your Payment 
by Cheque/Wire Transfer. Credit Card Payments are accepted through paypal.  For 
Postage & Packing - Actuals are charged.  
 
If you need any further clarification, please do contact us. 
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